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I plan this publication to be informative and worth keeping. It is not intended to be just 
a "Newsletter" but, rather, a step towards further productive discussion which may start 
online by connecting with me on several social networks.

Needles to say, this is a very individual endeavor. Just like all my productions. I am a 
free, unbound, independent artist. I take all the hassle and risks for anything I publish.

I also affiliate totally with the "free music", "free software", "free cultural work" 
definitions and precepts. Here "free" means "freedom", not necessarily "gratis".

Let me expand somewhat about this. I believe everybody should be able to listen to my 
music, whether they are able and willing to pay for it or not. Then some will, hopefully, 
enjoy it and, if they really enjoy, they would want it going on (i.e. me publishing more) 
so they would feel the urge to support my creations by buying my CD's and DVD's and 
printed music scores. This is the reason I post on the Net all tracks of all my CD's to 
free audition, furthermore they are also on sale at various CD and mp3 stores.

The same for my compositions. They are available at IMSLP (http://imslp.org), 
Petrucci Music Library, they are also on sale.

Thanks G-d, I possess my own music and video recording studio. I am also qualified as 
sound engineer. So I can enjoy what Vladimir Horowitz has done once.

As you may know, when Horowitz retired from the concert stage (actually the second 
time in his career, just before his triumphant return during early 1980's) RCA installed 
a fully automated recording set-up in the artist's home. Then, probably, the legend 
kicks in: it is said that the system was so automatized that whenever the pianist sat on 
the piano bench the tapes started rolling!

Dear friends,

I am very glad to present you with the 
first issue of inventor-musicae, year 
2014, featuring my publications of  2013.

The booklet is intended to be a yearly 
publication, summarizing information 
about selected publications (CD, DVD 
etc.) I released during the year.
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Video, in the classical music was long neglected. True classical aficionados disdained 
with reason the video-tape. The sound quality of the typical VHS tape was so bad that 
even for Operas and Ballets, classical music lovers preferred the vinyl. This is not to 
mention the very poor sound reproduction capabilities of the typical TV-set, back then. 

Now, TV started to and did merge with the typical home stereo, offering a very high 
quality sound reproduction.

In that context I envisioned conjoint production of CDs and DVDs. I upgraded my 
studio to offer full synced audio-video recording. I hope that my first DVD-CD conjoint 
release of the Chopin Etudes op.10 and op.25, presented in this issue, will met 
favorably with piano music enthusiasts and students alike. 

I hope you will enjoy reading, browsing or at least glancing through this booklet. As 
always I would be happy to connect with you and get your feedback.

Mehmet Okonşar
Ankara, Turkey
January 2014
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by will and by chance
Mehmet Okonşar

Mehmet Okonsar, was born in Istanbul, 
Turkey. October 20, 1961

His first schooling was in Paris, France. He 
started studying piano and composition at 
the oldest music conservatory in Turkey: the 
National Conservatory of Ankara, founded 
by Paul Hindemith.

The library of the Conservatory of Ankara was, at that time, a rich resource for 
a knowledge-hungry young musician. Mehmet Okonsar got acquainted there 
with the works of Pierre Boulez, Edgar Varese, Ernst Krenek. All composers 
which will have an undeniable influence on the grown artist.

This lasted however, for a short period 
of time. His family moved to Belgium, 
where he became a pupil of the great 
Belgian pianist: Jean Claude Vanden 
Eynden, at the Royal Conservatory of 
Brussels. Mr. Vanden Eynden, is a 
dedicated follower of the pianistic style 
and approach of Eduardo del Pueyo.
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The keyboard approach and 
technique of del Pueyo and his 
pupil: Vanden Eynden, Okonsar's 
primary teacher, are based on the 
principles of Marie Jaell, a student 
of Franz Liszt.

The political instability and turbulences in Turkey, during the late seventies, 
forced the family back to Ankara, where he connected with a former student 
of Pierre Sancan.

The pianistic vision of Okonsar then became an amalgam of the styles of: 
Eduardo del Pueyo; Jean Claude Vanden Eynden; Pierre Sancan, and can even 
be traced back to Yves Nat, Marie Jaell and Franz Liszt.  

However, one of the most important persons to shape Okonsar's artistic 
vision, has yet to come: he was going to meet Alexis Weissenberg later.

His debut recital took place in 1979. The program included the Preludes by 
Messiaen and "The Pictures of an Exhibition" by Mussorgsky.
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A staggering military coup took place in Turkey in 1980, the Okonsar family 
returned to Belgium. He resumed studying with Jean Claude Vanden Eynden.

During his studies at the Royal 
Conservatory of Brussels, he was selected as 
one of only four students among the entire 
Conservatory, for advanced and intensive 
training at the European Center of High 
Musical Studies, an institution created by 
Vanden Eynden for the education of 
exceptionally gifted students as concert 
pianists. This institution is now known as: 
"Ecole Eduardo del Pueyo." In 1980, Mehmet Okonsar was rewarded  "The 

Premier Prix" with "Distinction." His program 
included the Dante Sonata by Liszt. He 
graduated from the Royal Conservatory of 
Brussels: Diplome Superior of Piano with the 
"Highest Distinction" and nominated "first". He 
performed at the final examination, the 
Concerto for piano opus 42 by Arnold 
Schoenberg.

Aiming for a complete musicianship, Okonsar, pursued his studies at the 
Royal Conservatory of Brussels, on musical composition and orchestration, 
with one of the leading Belgian composers of our time: Madame Jacqueline 
Fontyn. A former student of Henri Dutilleux, and, herself: "Prix de Rome."
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He also studied music composition and analysis with Claude Ballif; a pupil of 
Messiaen. In 1989, he gets his degrees in Composition and Orchestration from 
the Royal Conservatory of Music of Brussels.

He won the prestigious Grand Prix of Young Virtuoses in Antwerp at the age 
of 20. This led to his orchestral debut, performing the Third Piano Concerto by 
Rachmaninoff, in the de Singel Concert Hall of the same city. In 1991, After 
winning the Sixth Prize at the Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition, 
at Salt Lake City, Utah; Mehmet Okonsar is pursuing a busy activity of 
international concert pianist.

His other nominations and awards 
include: Johann Sebastian Bach 
Competition, Second Prize, Paris; 
in 1989; a Gold Medal at  "The 
Premio Etruria," Rome, in 1991; 
and the Gold medal of the 
International Academy of 
Contemporary Arts, Belgium, 
same year.

Okonsar performed in major concert halls; in Europe, North America and 
Japan. Including: Royal Opera House: (London); Salle Gaveau: (Paris); 
Concertgebouw: (Amsterdam); Bösendorfer  Saal: (Vienna); Jack Singer 
Concert Hall: (Calgary); Symphony Hall: (Salt Lake City). He performed, 
among many others, with the following orchestras and conductors: Utah 
Symphony, Poznan and Lublin Philharmonic Orchestras, Brussels Opera 
Orchestra, Antwerp Philharmonic ... Joseph Silverstein, Charles Dutoit, 
Sylvain Cambreling, Christof Escher, Alexander Schwink, Lucas Pfaff.
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Alexis Weissenberg, after listening to a recording by Okonsar invited him on a 
scholarship to study with, in Switzerland. Weissenberg was to remain one of 
the strongest influences on Okonsar.

Okonsar endorsed the Belgian citizenship in 
1992; but at the same time, the President 
Suleyman Demirel, of Turkey, rewarded him 
with the title: "State Artist of the Turkish 
Republic". Therefore Mehmet Okonsar settled 
in Turkey with his wife Lale, painter.

His recital programs are usually highly eclectic and often 
thematic. For example: "The Two Last Sonatas by 
Schubert", the complete piano music by Alban Berg, 
Arnold Schoenberg and Anton Webern, the piano pieces 
by Karlheinz Stockhausen. Okonsar often distinguishes 
himself with this unusual programming: mixing works 
by Webern, Berg, Stravinsky, Stockhausen, Boulez, and 
Berio; with the more traditional piano repertoire. He 
owns and manages a CD company exclusive to his own 
recordings: "LMO Records" and a publishing company: 
"inventor-musicae". 

Mehmet Okonsar is included in the International 
Biographical Reference book: "2000 Outstanding 
Musicians of the 20th Century", published by the 
International Biographical Centre, Cambridge UK: 
Melrose Publications.

He was special guest judge for the National Piano 
Competition of Japan in 1999, held under the auspices of 
the Piano Teachers National Association of Japan 
(P.T.N.A.), "To-On".
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Also a musicologist, writer and 
lecturer, Okonsar's writings are 
published in several Turkish language 
music and related publications. His 
essays and analyses are also offered in 
English and French, and he is 
regularly invited for lectures in 
Universities on many subjects, mainly 
Music, Composing and Technology.

His researches in music related technologies were broadcast in a series of 
documentaries presented by Okonsar himself on the National Broadcast of 
Turkey: TRT.

"Free Music's Strong advocate; Okonsar publishes all his recordings and 
writings, as well as his compositions on the Internet; under the G.N.U.; G.P.L. 
or "Creative Commons", licenses.

Okonsar is also a prolific 
composer of published, 
performed and commissioned 
orchestral, chamber, choral 
and piano music. His 
composing line is highly 
avant-garde and complex. 
Mehmet Okonsar started 
composing at the age of 11. 

The music by Okonsar is extremely structuralist and calls for an analytical 
approach. Today the composer uses the computer to formulate symbolic and 
algorithmic music composition principles for his works.

Okonsar works now from Turkey on a 
busy schedule: concertizing, composing, 
writing, publishing and teaching. 

okonsar.com

His role-models were Arnold Schoenberg and Pierre Boulez. The compositions 
by Okonsar were from the beginning, exploring unusual ensembles in an 
avant-garde line.
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He studied with Jean-Claude Vanden Eynden and Madame Jacqueline Fontyn. He has 
been a pupil of Alexis Weissenberg.

Mehmet Okonsar performed in major concert halls in Europe, North America and Japan 
both solo and orchestral. He was special guest judge for the National Piano Competition of 
Japan (1999) P.T.N.A. (To-On). His researches in music related technologies were 
broadcast in a series of documentaries presented by the artist on the National Broadcast of 
Turkey (TRT).

Mr. Okonsar is a prolific composer of orchestral, chamber, choral and piano music. His 
composing line is highly avant-garde and complex. Also a musicologist, writer and 
lecturer, Mr. Okonsar's writings are published in English and French and he is lecturing 
on music, composing and related technology.

His recital programs are usually highly eclectic and often thematic mixing works by A. 
Webern, A. Berg, I. Stravinsky, K. Stockhausen, P. Boulez and L. Berio with the more 
traditional piano repertoire.

Mehmet Okonsar, pianist, composer, 
conductor and musicologist is the First 
Prize Winner at the International Young 
Virtuosos Competition, Antwerp, 
Belgium, 1982 and laureate of other 
prestigious international piano 
competitions such as the Gina Bachauer, 
Sixth Prize, Salt Lake City-UT, 1991 and J. 
S. Bach, Second Prize, Paris, France 1989. 

He is graduated from the Brussels Royal 
Conservatory of Music on piano, 
composition and orchestration.


